Human and Divine Cooperation
Becoming Like Jesus in Character Development

1. “The result of the eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil is manifest in every man’s experience.  There is in his nature a bent to evil, a force which, unaided, he cannot resist.  To withstand this force, to attain that ideal which in his inmost soul he accepts as alone worthy, he can find help in but one power.  That power is Christ.  Co-operation with that power is man’s greatest need.  In all educational effort should not this co-operation be the highest aim?”  Ed 29

2. “The work of gaining salvation is one of co-partnership, a joint operation.  There is to be co-operation between God and the repentant sinner.  This is necessary for the formation of right principles in the character.  Man is to make earnest efforts to overcome that which hinders him from attaining to perfection.  But he is wholly dependent upon God for success.  Human effort of itself is not sufficient.  Without the aid of divine power it avails nothing.  God works and man works.  Resistance of temptation must come from man, who must draw his power from God.”  AA 482

3. “The Spirit of God does not propose to do our part, either in the willing or the doing. This is the work of the human agent in cooperating with the divine agencies.  As soon as we incline our will to harmonize with God’s will, the grace of Christ stands to cooperate with the human agent; but it will not be the substitute to do our work independent of our resolving and decidedly acting.”  MCP 691 TM 241

4.  “He (Joshua) did all that human energy could do, and then he cried in faith for divine aid.  The secret of success is the union of divine power with human effort.” PP 509

5. “In order to receive God’s help, man must realize his weakness and deficiency; he must apply his own mind to the great change to be wrought in himself; he must be aroused to earnest and persevering prayer and effort.  Wrong habits and customs must be shaken off; and it is only be determined endeavor to correct these errors and to conform to right principles that the victory can be gained.  Many never attain to the position that they might occupy, because they wait for God to do for them that which He has given them power to do for themselves.  All who are fitted for usefulness must be trained by the severest mental and moral discipline, and God will assist them by uniting divine power with human effort.”  PP 248

6.  “The Lord desires us to use every gift we have; and if we do this, we shall have greater gifts to use.  He does not supernaturally endow us with the qualifications we lack; but while we use that which we have, He will work with us to increase and strengthen every faculty.”  COL 353

7. “Christ has given us no assurance that to attain perfection of character is an easy matter. A noble, all-around character is not inherited.  It does not come to us by accident.  A noble character is earned by individual effort through the merits and grace of Christ.  God gives the talents, the powers of the mind; we form the character.  It is formed by hard, stern battles with self.  Conflict after conflict must be waged against hereditary tendencies.”  COL 331

8. “God alone can give us victory.  He desired us to have mastery over ourselves, our own will and ways.  But He cannot work in us without our consent and cooperation.  The divine Spirit works through the faculties and powers given to man.  Our energies are required to cooperate with God.”  MB 142

9. “If we are faithful in doing our part, in cooperating with Him, God will work through us to do the good pleasure of His will.  But he cannot work through us if we make no effort . . . Let us not be deceived by the oft-repeated assertion, ‘all you have to do is to believe.’  Faith and works are two oars which we must use equally if we would press our way up the stream against the current of unbelief. ‘Faith, if it hath not works, is dead.’  The Christian is a man of thought and practice.  His faith fixes its roots firmly in Christ.”  RH June 11, 1901; WM 315-316

10. “The power of God, combined with human effort, has wrought out a glorious victory for us . . . But our effort is ever to combine with the divine.  Our intellect, our perceptive powers, all the strength of our being, must be called into exercise . . . if we will work to overcome every defect of our characters, God will give us increased light and strength and help.”  MYP 106

11. “Take away the stone . . . Thus Christ would show that humanity is to co-operate with divinity.  What human power can do, divine power is not summoned to do.  God does not dispense with man’s aid.  He strengthens him, co-operating with him as he uses the powers and capabilities given him.”  DA 535

12. “The completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within.”   COL 384

13. The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.”  SC 58

14. “True sanctification comes through the working out of the principle of love.”  AA 560

15. “It is a law both of the intellectual and the spiritual nature that by beholding we become changed.” GC 55
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16. “As the mind dwells upon Christ, the character is molded after the divine similitude.”  TM491



