Eleven Principles of Character Education
Effective character education:
1. Promotes core values. Values such as caring, honesty, fairness, responsibility and respect. These are selected by school districts after broad consultation with the community.  These values (traits, virtues or principles) are universally valid, promote the common good, affirm human dignity, contribute to the welfare of the individual, deal with issues of right and wrong, and facilitate democratic practices.  The goal is to equip people with the moral dispositions and skills required for effective citizenship in a democracy.
 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Defines character to include thinking, feeling, and doing.  Programs will teach core values holistically with cognitive, affective, and behavioral components.

3. Uses a comprehensive approach. The goal will teach in ways that engages school personnel in an intentional, proactive, and comprehensive way.

4. Creates a caring community.

5. Provides students with opportunities for moral action, such as service learning and community service.

6. Offers a meaningful, rigorous and challenging academic curriculum.

7. Fosters students’ self-motivation.  It fosters intrinsic motivation to do the right by building a climate of trust and respect, by encouraging a sense of autonomy, and by building shared norms through dialogue, class meetings, and democratic decision making.

8. Engages staff as a learning community. Core values that animate student life is modeled by the school staff as well.

9. Fosters shared leadership. For character education to take root, it must result in shared educational leadership that makes provision for long-term support of the program.

10. Engages families and community members as partners.

11. Assesses in an ongoing manner the culture and climate of the school

The hard work of character education is not learning about core value words, but learning to engage the range of developmental and educational experiences contained by all the eleven principles. These principles provide a useful guidepost for the design and implementation of intentional, programmatic, and comprehensive character education.  It endorses a set of well-attested pedagogical strategies that are considered educational best practice, including cooperative learning, democratic classrooms, and constructivist approaches to teaching and learning. It endorses practices that cultivate autonomy, intrinsic motivation, and community engagement.
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