Biblical Metaphors for Growing Christians

Agricultural:  Plant, Field, Vineyard, and Vine
1. Gal 6:7 		Man reaps what he sows
2. Gal 6:9		We will reap a harvest if we do not give up
3. John 15		Vine and branches
4. Rom 16:5	First Fruits
5. Gal 5:22-23	Fruit of the Spirit
6. Rev 2:7		Tree of Life
7. Matt 13:1-23	Sower, seeds and soils

Architectural:  Building and Temple
1. Matt 16:18-19	Building on the rock
2. Col 2:6-7	Rooted and built up in Christ
3. 1 Cor 8:1	Love builds up
4. 1 Cor 3:10-15	Be careful how you build; the foundation is Jesus Christ; quality of your building
5. 1 Peter 2:5	You are being built into a spiritual house
6. Eph 2:21-22	You are built on the foundation of the apostles with Christ as cornerstone


Military:  Army and Soldier
1. Eph 6:10-18	The full armor of God – belt, breastplate, fitted shoes, shield, helmet & sword
2. 2 Tim 2:3-4	Soldier’s hardships
3. 1 Cor 9:7	Soldier’s rations; you serve as a soldier at your own expense
4. Phil 2:25	Epaphroditus is a fellow soldier

Athletic:  Runner and Boxer
1. Heb 12:1	Running a race with perseverance
2. Gal 2:2		I did not run my race in vain
3. Gal 5:7		You were running a good race
4. 2 Tim 4:7	I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race
5. 2 Tim 2:5	Athlete competes according to the rules
6. 1 Cor 9:24-26	Runners go into strict training, do not run aimlessly, fighter does not beat the air 

Family and Bride
1. Heb 3:1-6	Household of God
2. Matt 23:9-10	Sons of God
3. John 3:29	The bride of Christ
4. Gal 3:29	You are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Eph 4:14-16	Infants grow up into Christ; each part of your body does its work

Clothing
1. Rom 13:12,14	Put on the armor of light	
2. 2 Cor 5:2-3	We want to be clothed, not found naked
3. Gal 3:27	We are clothed with Christ
4. Eph 4:22-24	Put off the old self and put on the new self of righteousness and holiness
5. Col 3:12	Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience
6. 1Thess 5:5-8	We put on faith and love as a breastplate and the hope of salvation as a helmet
